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Abstract
The COVID-19 pandemic has created or exacerbated concerns relating to
unemployment, healthcare, and systemic inequities in the U.S. This comes at
the same time as immense threats to human and environmental health posed
by climate change. This poster outlines how it is possible and why it is
necessary to address these intersecting crises simultaneously through a
Green New Deal that implements solutions to the environmental crisis along
with a myriad of other crises facing the U.S. Our nation needs a program to
eliminate health disparities drawn out by the pandemic as well as to resolve
high unemployment levels and remediate the deep inequalities seen in both
the healthcare and employment systems. People of color and low-income
individuals have been disproportionately affected by the pandemic. Higher
rates of pre-existing health conditions among people of color coupled with
COVID-19 have led to greater fatality rates within these groups (Villarosa,
2020). Further, Black and Latinx people as well as low-income individuals
are experiencing some of the worst unemployment rates during the
pandemic (Parker et al., 2020). These systemic inequities do not begin and
end with COVID-19. Any plan that seeks to move the U.S. out of the
pandemic without also addressing underlying inequities will fail to prepare
the country for future global crises. It is all the more pertinent to consider the
nation’s approach to the pandemic when it is considered in conjunction with
climate change. Scientists advise that we must cut global greenhouse gas
emissions in half by 2030 and have net zero greenhouse gas emissions by
2050 to prevent massive losses in global ecosystems, plant and animal
species, and human life (Klein, 2019, pp. 23-24). The Green New Deal
presents a way to simultaneously address the COVID-19 pandemic and the
climate change crisis. By developing legislation that addresses climate
change, creates good quality jobs, provides universal health care, and
remedies the systemic inequalities that have compounded the effects of
COVID-19, the U.S. can come out of the pandemic having built a more
sustainable and equitable world.

Introduction
An understanding of how the Green New Deal, introduced as a resolution in
Congress by Senator Ed Markey and Representative Alexandria OcasioCortez, might alleviate various threats posed to the U.S. by the COVID-19
pandemic and environmental crisis simultaneously can be developed by
analyzing what the Green New Deal is; its applications to the issues of
inequities in healthcare and unemployment; and the strong connection
between the environmental crisis and the pandemic.

Objectives and Methods
The purpose of this study was to investigate the extent to which the COVID19 pandemic and the climate change crisis might be addressed in
conjunction with one another. It analyzed a variety of secondary sources to
understand whether it would be feasible for the country to recover from the
pandemic while also making strides to enact the immense societal changes
necessary to combat climate change.

Figure 1 (above): The development of renewable energy
infrastructure, along with green infrastructure in general, would create
an immense number of jobs.
Photo credit: [Windmills in the mountains] [Photograph] Forbes. https://www.forbes.com/sites/greatspeculations/2020/02/21/thecase-for-pivoting-into-renewable-energy/?sh=d614e4f4fe4b

Figure 2 (right): Financial hardships and job losses have not been
allocated evenly between races, incomes, age groups, or levels of
education.
Photo credit: Pew Research Center. (2020). Roughly four-in-ten adults say they or someone in their household lost a job or wages
because of COVID-19 [Graphic]. https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2020/09/24/economic-fallout-from-covid-19continues-to-hit-lower-income-americans-the-hardest/#fnref-29104-1

Figure 3 (left): Deaths from the COVID-19 pandemic have been
disproportionally inflicted upon Black communities throughout most
of the U.S.
Photo credit: The Covid Tracking Project. (2020). In many states, black share of COVID-19 deaths exceeds black share of
population [Graphic]. Pew Research Center. https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/06/04/black-americans-face-higher-covid19-risks-are-more-hesitant-to-trust-medical-scientists-get-vaccinated/

Conclusion: Crisis Remediation

Results
• Healthcare
• There are significant inequities in the health care system. There is a clear distinction
in lack of access to health care by socioeconomic status as demonstrated by people
not obtaining medical care or prescriptions because of cost (Clark et al., 2019, p.1).
This is a trend further compounded by race as those in lower income groups are
disproportionately people of color.
• There are higher rates of preexisting health conditions for Black Americans than for
white Americans in low-income groups and higher income groups, which becomes
especially dangerous when COVID-19 is markedly worse for individuals with
preexisting conditions (Villarosa, 2020).
• Unemployment
• The groups facing the worst unemployment in the U.S. from the pandemic are those
without college degrees, low-income individuals, and Black and Latinx people
(Parker et al., 2020).
• The Green New Deal and the Present Conjuncture
• The Green New Deal proposes the implementation of equity in healthcare access
through universal healthcare and seeks to provide everyone with a job that can
support them and their family with benefits (Recognizing the Duty, 2019). It could,
therefore, remedy many of the inequities drawn out in the healthcare and
unemployment systems by the pandemic.

• The global pandemic has illustrated the issues present in the U.S.
healthcare and employment systems as well as the deep
inequalities running through our society. For all the destruction it
has caused, the COVID-19 pandemic has provided the opportunity
for us to build up from this disaster while also confronting the
crisis posed by climate change.
• It is important to recognize that this is not simply the convenient
intersection of multiple issues, but a necessity demanded by
climate change. Based on the predictions of climate scientists, we
do not have time to wait until the pandemic has run its course to
implement climate policies (Klein, 2019, p. 260). Even if many of
the issues associated with unemployment and healthcare were
addressed individually, it is likely climate change will continually
create new issues as others are remedied (Klein, 2019, pp. 268271).
• The best and only successful way for our nation to have a holistic
recovery from this pandemic is to direct energy toward fixing all
the crises that intersect at the COVID-19 pandemic through the
Green New Deal.
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